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WASBINGTON, May 17 — The Jus-

tice and State Departments denied |a

today that they had attempted in recent

years to.impede investigations into the
recruitment of former Nazi collabora-

- tors by American intelligence agencies

after the end of World War I1.
Responding to charges made Sunday
by a former Federal investigator, Jus.

tice Department officials .said today .
- that prosecutors had been actively in-
vestigating a number of émigrés from.

the Soviet Union suspected of commit-
ting atrocities on behalf of the Nazis in
thewar.’ et .

A department spokesman, Thomas
M. Stewrart; said that prosecutors in a
special office, created ‘'several years
ago to investigate suspected Nazi war
criminals li in the United States,
did rot believe that they had assembled
sufficient evidence to charge any sus-

P He added that, “Noagency of the U.S.

. Government has ever attempted to call

the Office of Special Investigaticns off
anyinvestigation.” - .-, [ -

. FllesAre Reviewed

Alan D. Romberg, a spokesman for-

the State Department, said today that
the department was reviewing its files
in search of information relevant to the
gharge that in the mt:'!idl-lls-iws a secret
tate Department intelligence agency,
the Office of Policy Coordination, re-
cruited former Nazi collaborators from
the Soviet Union in hopes they would
provide intelligence information. .
John Loftus, a former prosecutor in
the Justice Department’s Office of Spe-
cial Investigations, charged in an ap.
pearance on the CBS News program ‘60

" Minutes’ Sunday that American intelli-

gence agencies smuggled hundreds of
Soviet-born Nazi collaborators into the
United States at the end of World War
11 . :

Mr. Loftus said that efforts to investi-
gate the émigrés, many of whom he
said- were still living in the United
States and working for the Govern-
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* | bers of the House subcommittee on im-

LT

ment, were obstructed by Ment 3
fis o ]

Mr. Romberg said today that *‘there |
simply has been no effort at cover-up”
by the State Department. He added that
the department had “‘cooperated fully’*
with all investigations by trying to se-
cure information from the Soviet Union
and other Eastern E countries
about possible collaboration with Nazis
by individuals who eventually resettied
inthe United States. % - .~ .. .

.9 Successful Prosecutions

Since its formation in the Carter Ad-
ministration, the Office of Special In-
vestigations has prosecuted 26 cases in-
volving émigrés accused of working
with the Nazis or of committing atroci- .
ties, according to department ofticials.
Nine of the prosecutions were success-
ful, leading to revocation of citizenship
and to deportation. They said the office’
had 20 lawyers and had not been
trimmed by Reagan Administration

budget cuts. S
_Inrelated developments today, mem-

migration said they had secured tenta-
tive approval from House leaders to re-
open a subcommittee investigation into
the Government'’s handling.of reputed
Nazis." The subcommittee looked into
theissueinthelate1970's. - = .
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Former Representative * Elizabeth 'y
Holtzman, the Brooklyn District Attor- -
ney, was the subcommittee’s chairman
during its investigation. She said today
in a statement released by her office ;
that Mr. Loftus’s charges, if true,:
showed that the subcommittee had been
misled by Government officials. :

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, presi- 3
dent of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, appealed to President
Reagan today to appoint a Presidential
commission to investigate the charges |
made by Mr Loftus. B‘nai B’rith Inter-
national aiso chlled on the White House

and Congress to investigate the aliega-
tions, - S I
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